Introduction
The concept of identity playing a pivotal role in the social sciences since 1960 is a relevant issue (Findor, 2005) . According to Barker (2006) , the concept is of prime importance in the field of cultural studies. Each identity (individual) embraces several sub-identities: national, cultural, moral, etc. Following this point of view, identity in the area of cultural studies is defined as a cultural construct. In the words of Průcha (2010) , identity is the term describing the pertinence of an individual to a community he identifies himself with, its values, norms and rules.
On the one hand, the primordial rudiment of identity is linked with an individual's social existence (family, mother tongue, nation, race, customs and traditions). On the other hand, the instrumental rudiment of identity is linked with an individual's own decision to belong to some community and fully accept it. If primordiality is mostly based on emotions, instrumentality is linked with ratio (Bačová, 1997) .
The aim of the paper is to present the term identity as a highly flexible construct in many different contexts. According to Jacobs and Maier (1998) , identity develops in the three periods of time: past, present and future. Moreover, identity can be defined only on the condition that all these different time periods are taken into account. Borders between identities exist, that depends on an individual and his will (Assmann, 2012) . As for a feeling to have several identities in the same time, that depends on personal settings, circumstances and decisions.
The research objectives are built on the assumption that certain doubts have recently arisen in the area of cultural studies whether identity is fixed and firmly defined or is freely acquired. Another question is a link between these two aspects. Although the origin of the word identity comes from Latin (idem -the same), nowadays it is understood more in its diversity, as linguistic, cultural, national, moral identity, etc.
Identity evolves and changes throughout an individual's life. It is important to understand that each individual is the bearer of identity, represents and embodies it. Following this point of view, it is very difficult to define identity because a certain inconsistency between reality and theory exists.
Cultural identity is feeling oneself a member of a given cultural group and sharing its traditions. That in part overlaps national identity. However, through the prism of values and norms, which make cultural identity, it is close to the moral side of identity. Following Ondrejovič and Krúpa (2009), cultural identity can be defined as being beyond the framework of an individual, expanding oneself and becoming collective.
Research methods: the analysis and synthesis of the literary works of Umberto Eco selected by the authors of this paper and scholarly articles and monographs.
Cultural identity
Cultural identity depends on those values that determine a person's life. As it has been said, identity is primordially linked with the environment a person was born into. To some extent that determines his life, however, in the course of time, the institutional aspect of identity evolves and allows to make a choice and decisions. Values accepted by an individual are closely linked with the culture he was born into and was raised and that affects his all life.
Nowadays it is very important to put emphasis on the values of an individual and society in the context of moral identity. According to Brožík (2007) , the term value is more like an umbrella rather than a theoretical concept because it does not bear any strictly defined content. Váross (1970) is underpinned by a generically egoistic, territorially limited and short-sighted wish to become a member of a given society. Human morality depends on one's interests and willingness to defend the interests of a particular tribal or regional culture (Šmajs, 2006 It is important to note that in the modern age self-identity, individualization, national selfawareness, national identity could not exist without a written form of national language. In the European Union, national identity played a key role in the context of moral identity during WWII, the post-war period and nowadays.
In 1950 the term national identity was replaced by national character, national soul, national spirit (Parekh, 2000) . Metaphorically, national identity is linked with a particular nation, the acceptance and sharing of particular social and moral rules allow to belong to it. National symbols, legends are also important elements of national identity, sharing them a human being becomes a member of a particular community (Svoráková, 2013) .
We can see that cultural, national and moral identity have several common features. All three identities can interrelated.
Values and morality in Umberto Eco's reflections
Drawing on the above, further analysis focuses on the selected pieces of Umberto Eco reflections; he provides his point of view on society and moral identity on the axis of past, present and future. The first topic is related to war. He focuses on war because intellectuals, the silent minority, who should declare clearly that war is not a wise solution to problems, keep silent. Eco (2004) holds that a position on conflicts should be expressed clearly, such situations when people start looking for perpetrators and blaming them should be avoided. "Intellectual activity is based on critical search for what can be considered as satisfying approximation towards own understanding of the truth" (Eco, 2004, p. 12) .
The intellectual community is unwilling to dwell on war. Of course, if somebody started glorifying war as a "hygiene of the world", he would be condemned by the public for breaking moral norms. Moral attitudes should be supported by deep views and opinions. "Decision to carry out moral activity is moral decision at the same time as it is the surgeon's decision to operate in order to save patient's life" (Eco, 2004, p. 13) .
"Considering war as such, a conclusion can be drawn that war is opposite to reasoning. The aim of war against others is to conquer enemies and gain some benefit. The term world war that appeared in the 20 th century suggests that its effect will be felt by Polynesian tribes. Nuclear weapons can destroy our planet. War is not controlled by one state. The media has made conflicts part of our daily life. Earlier information was accepted as true, nowadays people have become sceptical about everything presented and interpreted by the media. Death, enemies have come close to us, they have become our reality. Modern warfare can put our life in danger. Keeping silent about war shows a fear of war.
In his reflections, Eco draws on his personal experience. As a child he went to fascist youth training camp. War was a normal state, and he was not aware of the holocaust. "Political regimes may be removed and ideology can be subjected to a critique and delegitimized, behind each regime and its ideology there always stands certain way of thinking and feeling, the whole series of cultural habits" (Eco, 2004 , p. 28).
Eco draws a conclusion that moral identity is closely linked with cultural identity. Morality often finds its expression in culture and art; for example, futurism, which focused on speed, risk and violence, was part of fascist youth culture. Eco (2004) 
